
201 S. Steckel Drive, Santa Paula, CA  93060 

Phone Number 8059338800    Fax Number 8059338026 

www.santapaulaunified.org  

 

 

                 SANTA PAULA UNIFIED  

                 SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
ESTABLISHED 2013 

December 6, 2017  

Dear Colleagues:  

This email update is to provide you with a brief summary of the fire related decisions that are being 

made this week which have an impact on our schools and district. We first became aware of the fire 

danger Monday evening around 7:00 p.m. and we immediately opened communications with fire, 

police and county officials to assess the dangers to our community and schools. This threat assessment 

resulted in our decision to close schools on Tuesday for students and staff. We know from experience 

that is best to make a decision on any school closing with as much advance warning to parents as possible.  

With that said, we are collaborating with fire, police and county officials daily in order to make a decision 

by 3:00 p.m. each day concerning the next day of school and communicated to you with a phone call 

and posted on our social media. 

We recognize that we may not be able to address all possible questions in this fast breaking environment. 

Rest assured, however, we are taking into account the student and staff interests as our highest priority. 

Some of the obvious questions that you might have are answered below: 

Question: Have any of our schools been damaged by the fire?  

A. No. As of today, we have no damage to schools and we should be able to operate per business as 

usual when we reopen.  

 

Question: Will we need to add days or minutes to make up for lost time?  

A. Probably not. In previous emergencies similar to this, districts have submitted a state waiver to avoid 

adding days to the year for days lost to fires. We will aggressively pursue this option next week.  

 

Question: Can I come into work if I want to or need to?  

A. In respect to the many situations faced by our employees regarding evacuations, road closures etc. 

and the air quality and fire danger that we are experiencing, we have closed the schools for faculty and 

staff while keeping everyone in paid status. As soon as it is possible, we will open schools for faculty and 

staff to return to their work sites.  
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Question: Is it possible that in the days ahead we will have a situation whereby we close the schools for 

students but ask staff and faculty to return to work?  

A. Yes, that is always an option and we will factor that option into our analysis today as we make a 

decision for tomorrow and Friday.  

 

Question: Once schools are open what happens if an employee cannot make it to work due to personal 

fire events or road closures, etc.  

A. Personal Necessity is always an option in such cases for such situations and it is our intent to be 

sensitive to the personal impact these fires have had on our employees.  

 

We hope that you stay safe in this time of county emergency and please know that we are working hard 

to keep the student and employee interests’ front and center throughout this fire crisis.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Dr. Fraisse 

Interim Superintendent  

 

 


